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their use ) It was dark and the foot on both the sides
lighted and held up torches, in the glare of which the
arms of the combatants flashed as they closed in des-
perate duel^ Bhima's son Ghatotkacha, a Rakshasa,
wrought ^terrible destruction till at last he was killed by
Kama by the use of a supernatural missile which he
had kept for Arjuna After some fight the armies rested
by common consent for a few hours Horses, elephants
and men tired by incessant work slept on the battle-
field, which presented for a time a curious aspect The
moon rose and acting upon the sea of human beings
set m motion the tide of fight which surged again
into tempest In a few hours the sun rose above the
horizon and the forces fought on, the old leader of the
Kaurava army being the most unsparing Thousands
of men, horses and car-warriors weie slain by him
by the use of ordinary and supernatural missiles The
Panctavas were now advised by Krishna to use a
stratagem It was given out by Bhima, who killed
an elephant by name Ashwatthama for the purpose, that
Asliwatthama was dead and when Drona heard the cry
hjfS bow fell from his hand While in this defence-
^ less71 condition, Dhnshtadyumna suddenly ran up to
him and cut off his head with his sword The Kaurava
army tired and harassed was ready to give way at the
slightest disaster, and the death of their commander-m-
chief, as in many Indian battles, was the signal for a
general rout The most undaunted warriors set their
face agamsAhe field till Ashwatthama coming to know
what had happened, in rage and grief made a deter-
mined stand His efforts were, however, of no wail,